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"7 "\Washington (AP)—Former CIA.dirécitbf Richard . Helms said that desplte the testlmony of Day, who‘

tee, Helms also disagreed with former pobtrnastexs

. Ing one of every.13 letters to and from the Sov1et Un-
ion. 'The project covered 20 years. b

. that to his knowledge ‘Presidents Richard-Nixon,.
- of the mail opening while they were in office. Howev- " ter Nixon had crdered an end to thé operation.

. d15ussm" CIA operations. with Johnson, he told him " President,” Helms said. He said the statement was in-:
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Hclma testified yesterday that he.believes, but cannot’ was postmaster general at the beginning of the Kenne-
prove, that he told President Lyndon Johnson about’ dy administration, he-stands by a-memo he wrote 14
an illegal CIA mail-opening project. ’ . - .7 " years ago saying that in a briefing by then-CIA direc--
Aopeanna before the Senate Intelho'ence COmmlt-\,» tor Allen DUHQS ‘no relevant detalls were withheld”
.from Day- about the mailing opemnv Helms said

- Blount: was shown photocrraphs 01 the contens of one |

-t

or more letters. = - PR
“Committee Chairman Fra nL Church’ (Q-Idaho),
asked Helms to justify-a statement in a memo over his
signature in which Nixon was told all mail cover op-
erations' had been ended. Church said the CIA. was
Dwight Eisenhower and John Ke'medy were not told" opening the mail then and continued to do so even af-

general Edward Day and Winton Blount, who testi--
Yied earlier that.the CIA never told them it was open

Helms, now the U.S. ambassador to Iran also =a1d

er, hie said he believes that in the spring of 1967, while ~~ **“There was no intention to mislead or lie to the

< the CIA ‘had _been ijllegally reading the-U.S. -Sovet - tended to reflect the FBI's position, not that of thelf.

s-maik since T933.<He: said. tl)er@s;aanqnecorﬂ, AR mama ;5 LA
_“to support [}]Lv behef of mma. L e Cnunch said atbempts are being made,tu.eecm&m

S tesumony of Nixon He also said former; Attomey"'
. General Jobn Mitchell will be. ca“ed to testifs v:"Helms
- said Mitchell a:sured him he had no" qualms anout ‘the
~ value of the mail. opemnv prcqect and had. bpecxﬁcall'y
a allowed it to continue. . sityiyeedl g 2 ]
r_arher both Blount and Day had te;tmed they
: bﬁzlete At may be legal for the’ CIA to- open and readA
the maﬂ of. US citizens. '."f‘-‘--A ; I =
I—mwever another former’ postmaster vene 1, Jo‘m
;roncusk: said he believes such openings’ are. a'Jamst
¢ the law. He said the only reason he didn’t stop the op--.
" eration. when he was m otﬁce Was, that he was never.
told it existed. *- -7 - e
~_ In.another” CIA.-related» development ;ize. Boston
*_Globe reported today that British intelligence officials .
" now “loan,” Tather than glvmc 1
" the Untted States to aveid their being subpoenaed b
- _ 3 Cong:e.ss or I.S. courts.and roade publiceer & o,
_ . -
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